PART VII

SELECT CHARTERS AND EXCERPTS; Edward I
A.D. 1272-1307

ARCHBISHOPS OF CANTERBURY : Robert Kilwardby, 1273-
1278 ; John Peckham, 1279-1292 ; Robert Winchelsey, 1294-1313.
CHIEF JUSTICES OF THE KING'S BENCH : Ralph de Hengham,
1273-1289; Gilbert de Thornton, 1289-1295; Roger Brabazon, 1295.
CHANCELLORS : Walter de Merton, 1272 ; Robert Burnell, 1273-
1292 ; John Langton, 1292 ; William Greenfield, 1302 ; William of
Hamilton, 1304; Ralph Baldock, 1307.

No prince ever came to the English throne better qualified
to rule strongly and well than Edward I. He had benefited
by early experience, by intercourse with great men, by much
knowledge of the world outside of England, and by the warn-
ings and examples of his father's reign. His own personal
character was high, pure, and true. The part which he had
taken in English politics before his accession was settled for
him by circumstances rather than by choice. He had more
thanoncerevolted in disgust from the foolish falseness of Henry,
and it was only when he found that he must not expect even
bare justice from the reforming party that he threw himself
heart and soul upon his father's side. From the temperament
of the Angevin family he was nearly free : a tendency to legal
captiousness does, however, present itself to view in many of
his most important transactions, a flaw inherent in the very
turn of his mind, brought into prominence, moreover, by the
condition of the age and by the character of his advisers.

The age of the lawyers was coining in : Edward's great
advisers were lawyers rather than clerks and bishops: the
great men who were his examples were, like Lewis IX,
Frederick II, and Alfonso the Wise, framers of laws and
constitutions: the great distinguishing mark of his reign in

1534                                                  E e